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We Welcome Pastor Laurel Neal 
 Pastor Laurel Neal begins as our Interim Pastor on 
July 1, 2016, and will preach her first service at MPC on 
July 3rd.   We warmly welcome Laurel to our church 
community and look forward to getting to know her. 
  Ordained in 1992, Laurel holds a Masterôs in 
Divinity from Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
and a Master of Arts in Linguistics from the University of 
Texas.   Laurel is a Certified Interim Pastor, having 
completed two weeks of Interim/Transitional Ministry 
training, in 2009 and 2011.   She also has participated in a 
long list of continuing education activities, including workshops on mediation, transition and 
leadership.  She has over 20 years of ministry experience, and has held leadership roles as 
Interim, Discipleship and Associate Pastor.  
  For her Interim experience, Laurel just completed a nine-month stint as Bridge Pastor at 
Hillsboro Presbyterian Church, filling in between the departure of an Interim Pastor and the 
hiring of a Permanent Pastor.  Prior to that, for three years, she was Interim Pastor at Smith 
Memorial Presbyterian Church in Fairview, Oregon.   Before that, from 2009 to 2011, Laurel 
was Interim Pastor for East Woods Presbyterian Church in Vancouver, Washington. 
  Ministry gifts that references ascribed to Laurel included patience, intelligence, 
kindness, leadership, administration, facilitation, sensitivity, personable, good sense of humor, 
well-organized, transparent, able to juggle multiple balls at one time without becoming 
stressed out, trustworthy, and good trainer and mentor.   According to comments from the 
search committee, ñwe found her to be warm, friendly, open and a good communicator.ò 
 As is the custom with Interim Pastors, Session entered into a 12-month covenant 
agreement with Pastor Laurel to provide Interim Pastor services.  The relationship is reviewed 
by Session and Presbytery leadership at the end of 12 months and can be renewed.   Interim 
Pastors typically stay with a church 18 to 24 months until a Permanent Pastor is selected. 

 

                        July Sermons 
 

  3rd    ñGrace & Peaceò          Philippians 1:1-2 
 

  10th  ñMission:  Organizationò        Phil. 1:3-8 
 

  17th  ñYou Get What You Pray Forò 
                Phil. 1:9-11 
 

  24th   ñSizing Things Upò           Phil. 1:12-18a 
 

  31st    ñSizing Up the Futureò     Phil. 1:18b-26 

                          August Sermons 

         7th    ñSoulmatesò        Philippians 1:26-2:4 

         14th    Alaska Mission Presentation 

         21st    ñGetting Lowò                   Phil. 2:5-11 

         28th   ñOutliersò                        Phil. 2:12-18 
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Presbyterian Womenôs Summer Update 

Deacon News 

Pastor Brian Craker,  
our Guest Preacher for May. 

 Ahhhé..the warmth of summer (or perhaps just,é ohhh, the HEAT!!!).  Summer is now in full force 
these next two months and while there are some interesting things going on (these are the months in which the 
Perseid meteor shower peaks; the first Sunday in August is International Forgiveness Day and Friendship Day), 
too often our focus is on the weather and our discomfort.  We need to remember that, as Annie Buell sings in her 
song, I Will Lift My Eyes, (God is) ña shady place in summer, he is ever over me.ò  God is always with us ï 
whatever the world throws at us. 
 So, when it seems that the heat of the day will never stop or life seems a bit much, rest assured that your 
cooling, resting place is with God.  Spend time with Him these next two months. 
 

Happy Summer! 
 

Your Deacons 

 We are on summer break now and will resume our 2nd Wednesday of the month meetings on September 
9th.  There will, however, be a planning meeting on Wednesday, August 10th at the home of Melissa Milnor, 
7976 SW Skyhar Dr. Any member of Presbyterian Women (of course, this is every woman at Multnomah 
Presbyterian!) is invited.  We will be considering some ideas for the upcoming year.  Please let Melissa know if 
you expect to attend.  The meeting will begin at 11:00 am and include a luncheon. 
 

Our next Bunco Buddies party will be Friday, August 19th at 7:00 pm.  See you there! 
 

      Have a great summer! 
 

Presbyterian Womenôs Ladies Tea 
 Presbyterian Women's Fellowship hosted 
the biennial Ladies Spring Tea on April 30th. Ten 
uniquely decorated tables adorned the Fellowship 
Hall, and approximately 83 women and girls were 
in attendance. Socializing, eating, listening to good 
music, being challenged by a speaker from Round 
Rock, Texas, saying farewell to Sylvia, door 
prizes, etc., all made for a fun (if emotional) event. 
Several men from our congregation were kind 
enough to serve the ladies. Each Tea gets bigger 
and better, so plan now to attend the Tea in 2018! 
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Finance and Administration Update 
May 2016 Financial Recap  
      

                                                          May 2016      Year to Date 2016     Year to Date 2015          
               Income                  $30,666.10             $151,406.33              $159,749.35 
               Expenses                 31,764.48               149,242.28                158,953.93 
               Difference                -1,098.38                +2,164.05                     +795.42 
                                     

 Year-to-date operating income was $2,164 greater than expenses as of the end of May. Giving and 
spending were both lower than at this time last year. Expenses so far this year are about six percent less than last 
year and income is five percent less than last year. 
 The Building Fund balance at the end of May reached $58,848.72. There are now sufficient funds for the 
new sanctuary roof, however there are several other building projects waiting for funds before proceeding. In 
other words, if you haven't given to the Building Fund lately, your participation would be most appreciated. 
 The Youth Annual Mission Trip Fund reached $15,487.34 as of the end of May, following the successful 
Youth Auction held on May 15th. Kudos to the Youth for their excellent work as cashiers. 
 A detailed financial report showing monthly operating results and all designated fund balances is available 
upon request from the church office.   

 During the busy summer months, a special thank you to our church family for staying current with pledge 

giving.  

Buildings & Grounds Update 

 
   Grauer Back-to -School Project!!  July 10 th  ~ August 1 st

 

Itõs that time again.  School is barely over and we are already planning for next Fallõs 
school year.  Grauer Back -to -School Project serves approximately 600 low income 

children right here in Southwest Portland.  While you are shopping this month, please 
remember to buy supplies for the needy children who are our neighbors and friends and 

who attend the Wilson cluster of schools.  Place your donations in the big collection 
barrel in the Fellowship Hall.  Items that are needed: school supplies such as crayons, 

pencils, pens, erasers, small solar calculators, new backpacks, new athletic shoes, 
new winter coats, new underwear, new socks, new t - shirts.  

 August 5th will be the big give -away day at St. Luke Lutheran Church just down the 
street from MPC. Thank you for your generosity!  

 The countdown clock for our new Sanctuary roof is ticking!  The first scheduling milestone, summer 
break for Dove Preschool, is now behind us.  As I am writing this, the second milestone, VBS 2016, is occurring. 
The following week, roof work will commence.  The Buildings and Grounds committee thanks you again for 
your generous support of this project.  We couldnôt have done it without you! 
 As Dennis reported earlier, the unpleasant discovery of leaks in the Open Door roof occurred last winter. 
Preliminary planning for this additional roof replacement is underway.  We plan to make a brief presentation to 
the congregation in July about this need.  If you wish to continue with contributions to the Building Fund, these 
will go to help replacing the Open Door roof which is currently estimated to cost approximately $20,000.  We 
look forward to providing more detailed information soon. 
 Emergency Planning and Emergency Preparedness will continue to be topics of discussion.  Your 
thoughts on these topics are appreciated.  Please feel free to contact Dennis Zerba or Dick Eyberg. 
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Flip Flops and  
Solar Calculators for Kids 

 Please remember to pick up flip-flops for 
our ñOperation Christmas Childò shoeboxes 
which we assemble in November.  We also would 
encourage you to buy small solar calculators when 
you see them on sale. These would be extremely 
helpful to include in our shoeboxes also.  

            Sunday 
           in the  
           Park  

            July 31, 2016 
 

 One of our favorite church events is the annual 
ñSunday in the Parkò worship service and picnic at 
Gabriel Park.  This year we will meet at 10:00 am at 
the park on Sunday, July 31st, near 43rd and Vermont.  
 Weôll have a morning of singing and worship 
followed by a picnic and games.  The church will 
provide hamburgers, hot dogs, corn dogs, including 
vegetarian options, items to dress your burgers and 
hotdogs, condiments, and drinks.  Members are asked 
to bring a salad or dessert to share.   
 Weôll also have a game of softball to top off 
the day.  It will truly be a great time of Fellowship, 
Fun and Food for the church Family. 
 Please note ï the service and picnic location 
will be in a different area of the park this year.  It 
will be just a little east of our usual spot, near the 
playground area.  
 We need volunteers to help with the food, set 
up and/or clean up, including bringing chairs and 
items from the church as well as returning them.  If 
youôd like to help, please contact Sherri Kessler @ 
503-245-6336 or Courtney Tomastik @ 503-246-5459 
at the church office. 

  Summer is a time for reading great books; 
starting, of course, with Godôs word, the Holy 
Bible.  Then, the Book Groupôs selections are for 
those times of relaxation when itôs fun to read 
something new.  Now, in preparation for meeting 
with a group of people who have read the same 
book, be ready to hear different perspectives from 
people in the group.  That is one of the many 
strengths of the First Friday Book Group that 
meetséyes, on the first Friday of each month.   
 

Hereôs the reading list for the next three months: 
 

July:  Where the Bluebird Sings to the Lemonade    
 Springs, by Wallace Stegner 
 

August:  The Orphan Train, by Christine Baker 
 Kline 
 

September:  Under the Banner of Heaven, by Jon 
 Krakauer 
 

 So, July 1st, the group will meet in the 
downstairs fellowship room to review and discuss 
Stegnerôs book about the West: its people, as a 
place to live in and care for, and other writers who 
have been influenced by this amazing geographic 
location. 
  And, as always, we will have a potluck.  
This monthôs theme is the season of the year. Itôs 
summer time, so we will have the food of a summer 
picnic.   Bring something you would like to share 
with the group, and if you run out of time and canôt 
prepare something, donôt worry, there will be 
enough for you, so come.  We meet in the 
downstairs fellowship room at 6:15 and sit down to 
dinner at 6:30 PM. 
 Need more information? 
 Please call Karen Beers, 503-799-817, or 
email Nancy Trullinger at nancytru@mac.com, if 
you have any questions.  Weôd love to include you 
in the group. Welcome to all summertime readers! 

July Birthdays 
����2   Evva Swan  
  3  Charlie Beaudoin  
10  Judah Haynes  
      Katherine McLean  
11  Denise Gannett  
      Douglas Gannett  
12  Janet Jones  
      Stuart Jones  
13  Russel Haynes  
15  Elizabeth Agosti  
16  Randy McCourt  
19  Micah Haynes  
21  Claudia Zerba  
24  Don Byers  
26  Madeline Tomastik  
      Spencer Magnusson  
29  Kathleen Loomis  
 

August Birthdays 
������3 John Dilworth  
      Roy Magnusson 
  7  Darren Megarry  
      Timothy Bernasek  
      Wilma Lee  
10  Thomas Bernasek  
      Steven Hendricks  
11  Marjorie Enzor  
12  Chandra Farrell 
13  Teri Bertell 
      Rhea Sukumar  
17  Valentine Hellman  
19  Jan Hawthorne  
      Louise Hood  
21  Duane Deal  
25  Grant Wheeler  
      Ulrich Soumokil  
26  Lukas Aberle  
28  Edward Kuehnel  
30  Ethan Morehouse  


