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     As MPC charts its path toward new leadership, the Transition Team is preparing the road map (Mission Study) 
that will be utilized in the search process.  This study process will include several ways for you to get involved in our 
mission study experience. If MPC is your ñchurch homeò ð the place where you worship God, either recently or 
long term ð your input is important to us all. Why? Because the information and stories you share will help us 
clarify what kind of church MPC is, what we care most deeply about as a congregation, and what kind of church 
weôre called to be in the future.  
     The Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) is charged to find our next pastor ð but they canôt do well without a 
clear road map of who we are as a community of faith. Which is why we invite and encourage you to take part in the 
following ñsurveyò experiences and one all-church event. 
¶ Demographic Survey - Due Sunday April 2.  This will be a very short household (not individual) survey that 
you receive this week via email.  We will have paper versions available at the church also.  You may return it 
either via email or by dropping it off at MPC. The objective of this survey is to better understand the 
demographics of our congregation today. 

¶ Perception Survey ï April 9.  This individual survey is also very short (10 
minutes or less) and will be distributed on Sunday, April 9 at MPC. It seeks your 
ñgut responseò to several questions about how you view our church. The objective 
of this survey is to learn how each individual feels about the role MPC plays in 
their life.  

¶ Pastor Characteristics Survey ï Available at MPC April 23 and 26. This will be 
a participatory, hands-on survey rather than a written one. Youôll have an opportunity to ñvoteò for as many as 10 
pastoral characteristics/skills you think will be needed in MPCôs next pastor. Weôll be set up for you to cast your 
votes after worship on  Sunday, April 23 and during Wednesday @ the Well on April  26.   The objective of this 
survey is to better understand the leadership characteristics that the congregation views as important in new 
pastoral leadership. 

¶ All-Church Event - Sunday, May 21, 10:00 a.m. - Noon. We need everyone to be together for this one event, so 
weôll have just one service on May 21. Worship will begin at 10:00 and conclude at noon, and it will 
include 75 minutes of positive story-telling and guided story-processing around tables in the sanctuary, 
blended with our Sunday service. We want to discover: 
§ what these stories have to tell us about MPCôs special qualities, strengths, values, and practices;  
§ what these stories have to tell us about what we want to preserve about our congregation and  
      ministry, and build on, as we transition into the future;  
§ and what these stories have to tell us about the Godôs call to us moving forward. 
All youth will participate in a similar stand-alone experience at another time, and special programming 
for children (ages up to 13 years old) are being planned for May 21.  
      None of these surveys or experiences will be complete without you ð so we hope youôll make plans 
now to participate!   

 

Yours in Christ,  
The MPC Transition Team ð Donna Bachand, Priscilla Downing, Spencer Magnusson, Randy McCourt,  Mark Trullinger, and 
Laurel Neal. 

Coming Sooné 
 

DISCOVERING TRUE NORTH: 
SEEKING GODõS PATH FOR US  
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Holy Week Activities  

Palm Sunday  Services ð Sunday, April 9, 9:00 and 10:30 am 

Palm Sunday Movie:  Jesus of Nazareth  and Potluck Dinner ð April 9, 4:30 pm to 7:30 pm 

Good Friday Service ð Friday, April 14, 7:30 pm  Song of the Shadows 

Flower Drop-off time ð Saturday, April 15, 9:00 to 10:00 am 

Sanctuary Decorating time ð Saturday, April 15, 10:00 to 11:00 am 

Easter Sunday Services ð Sunday, April 16, 9:00 and 10:30 am  

Easter Potluck Brunch ð Sunday, April 16, after 10:30 service 

The Outreach Team put together an outing in March 
for us to go see the movie The Shack at a 
theater in Tigard. We had 23 people attend 
from MPC and the movie was fantastic! It 
followed the book very closely and the 
messages were outstanding! Some of us 
came back to the church afterwards to 
discuss the movie and how we enjoyed it. 

 

We are planning another movie event in 
April, but this time it will be at MPC. 
We will be showing the movie Jesus of 
Nazareth in the fireside area from about 
4:30 pm until 7:30 pm. There will be an 
intermission during the movie, at which 
time we will have a potluck dinner 
together. After we restart the movie, we 
plan to be finished by 7:30 pm so that 
people can go get ready for the week. 
Hope to see you there! 

Outreach Committee  Good Friday Service  
Come join Multnomah Presbyterian 
Church on Good Friday, April 14th, 
at 7:30  for a presentation of Joseph 
Martin's Song of the Shadows.  
 

In this deeply moving Holy Week 
cantata, we find a powerful invitation 
to contemplate the love and sacrifice 

of Christ through expressive choral singing. The 
combination of Pamela Martin's narrative and Brant 
Adams' orchestrations, with Joseph Martin's 
extraordinary compositions, add color and depth to a 
timeless message. "ñCome to the shadows, the 
flickering candle. Silence yourself in the still of this 
place. Here in this moment as silence surrounds you, 
Open your heart to the music of grace."  
 

The work will be presented by the MPC chancel choir 
and chamber orchestra. The service begins at 7:30 pm. 

Please join us in decorating the church to 
honor the Risen King and make Easter 
morning a burst of glory with flowers. We 
need flowering plants or fresh cut flowers 
and flowering branches from your garden 

delivered on Saturday, April 15.  Flower drop off time 
is 9:00 to 10:00 am; sanctuary decoration time, 
including arranging flowers into bouquets is from 
10:00 to 11:00 am. If you bring a pre-arranged 
bouquet, be sure to mark your vase clearly with your 
name, so it is properly returned to its owner after the 
service.  

Flower Guild  

EASTER   SUNDAY  POTLUCK   
 

Please join us on Easter Sunday, April 16, 
for our Easter Potluck.  If you donôt have 
family nearby or donôt want to cook a big 
dinner, you can join other members of the church for a 
great time together celebrating Easter.  The church 
will provide ham, potato dishes and rolls.  If you 
would like, please bring a side dish, salad or dessert.  
You are welcome to stay even if you arenôt able to 
bring anything.   
 

So put on your favorite Easter bonnet and join us.  
Dinner will start following the second service coffee 
hour.  This has become a favorite time for those of us 
who have attended.  So, plan on joining us, and you 
will be glad you did! 
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     According to a Barna survey, only 42% of Americans say the meaning of Easter has to do with the resurrection 
of Jesus, or signifies Christôs death and return to life. Indeed, ñmost Americans continue to view the Easter holiday 
as a religious celebration, but many of them are not clear as to the underlying reason for the occasion.ò Only 2% 
said theyôd describe Easter as the most important holiday in their faith.  
 

     Well, Iôm an enthusiastic member of the 42%...and the 2%.  
  

     On the subject of Easter being about the bodily resurrection of Jesus, I love the poem ñSeven Stanzas at Easterò 
by John Updike. Updike was one of Americaôs most prolific novelists. He published ñSeven Stanzas at Easterò in 
1959. The first stanza, in my opinion, is refreshingly bold:  
 

   Make no mistake: if He rose at all 
   it was as His body; 
   if the cellsô dissolution did not reverse, the molecules 
   reknit, the amino acids rekindle,  
   the Church will fall.  
  
     Google ñSeven Stanzas at Easterò if you want to read the rest of the poem. Then print out a copy and savor it. 
 

     On the subject of Easterôs importance, I return year after year to a little essay entitled ñMerry Easter?ò by 
Frederica Mathewes-Green. Comparing Christmas and Easter, Mathewes-Green reflects on how not-fun Easter 
always was for her during childhoodébut how, as a grown-up, she realized that Easter is essential, because Easter 
changes everything: 
 

 Compared to Christmas, Easter was boring. Chocolate bunnies: good. Scratchy new crinolines: bad. 
Long blah-blah-blah at church. A lot of wordy grown-up buildup leading to, it seemed, no payoff. You 
could always count on Christmas to change a lot of stuff, especially in the toy box. Easter didnôt change 
anythingéBut grown-ups are taller, and can see farther, and know what hard blows life can bring. 
Easter may seem boring to children...Yet it contains the one thing needful for every human life: the good 
news of Resurrection. 

 

                      * * * * * * * 
 

     On the interim ministry front, MPC elected a Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) on March 19; and the 
Transition Team is gearing up for MPCôs mission study, which is a required and helpful part of preparing both 
congregation and PNC for the pastor search.  Your participation in this process of ñcongregational discoveryò isnôt 
just important, itôs crucial. It will pave the way for the PNC to create an accurate Ministry Information Form 
(MIF) ð and will also prepare the PNC to evaluate and interview applicants for your pastor position. I hope you 
read this newsletterôs lead article carefully and make plans to participate in what the Transition Team has planned! 
  

            Warmly in Christ,   
 

                         Laurel 
 

From The Pastorğ 

Frederica Mathewes-Green, Merry Easter? Reprinted in Bread and Wine: Readings for Lent and Easter. Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 2005, 266-70. 

 

UPCOMING SERMONS  
 

   April   2        John the Forerunner:  His Perplexity      Isaiah 35:1 -10 & Matt. 11:1 -6  

   April   9         John the Forerunner:  His Head on a Platter                Mark 6:14 -29  

   April  16        The  Unridden Route                             Luke 23:55 -24:12 & Col. 1:15 -20    
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PASTOR NOMINATING COMMITTEE ELECTED  
 

Seven MPC members were elected to serve on the Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) at the Congregational 
Meeting held on Sunday, March 19. Elected to the PNC were Karen Altman, Theresa Haynes, Barb Jones, Spencer 
Magnusson, Amy McKean, Betty Trowbridge, and Dan Williams.  The PNC will start work in early April with some 
team-building.  The process may take 8-12 months before MPC will have a new Pastor candidate.  The congregation 
will make the decision on the Pastor at a future Congregational Meeting.  A special ñthank youò to the congregation 
for their prayers and input to assist us in accomplishing this task.  This completes the work of the 2016 CNC.  The 
2017 CNC is Jenifer Aberle (Elder), Paul Barnum (Elder, Chair), Gayle Clopton, Kate Eyberg, Anne Hill, Kelly 
Kindrick, and Ann Lemon. 
 

2016 Congregational Nominating Committee 
Mike Clopton, Chairperson 
Paul Barnum (Elder), Fran Barth, Kathleen Loomis, Nancy Trullinger, and Dan Williams. Pastor Laurel, ex-officio 
member.  

Congregational Nominating Committee  

Finance and Administration Update  

February 2017 Financial Recap  

                                                                   February 2017    Year to Date 2017          

                                Income         $30,940.64          $60,811.95 

                                Expenses               29,323.89                 52,866.23 

                                Difference               1,616.75                   7,945.72 
                          

February income totaled $30,941, which was slightly more than what was received in January. Income exceeded 
expenses in February by $1,617, and year-to-date income outpaced expenses by $7,946. A detailed financial report 
showing monthly operating results and designated fund balances is available upon request from the church office.   
 

Thanks for Your ñPer Capitaò Donation 
Thank you for your donations toward the ñPer Capita Fee Assessmentò which is paid to our denomination, based on 
the number of church members. This year the fee is $31.43 per member. The total amount due from our church is 
$5,845.98. Your contribution to offset the expense is greatly appreciated.   
 

A Word about Giving 
Do you pay your bills online? If so, please consider adding the church to your list of payees. The church has a locked 
mailbox for incoming mail. When you canôt make it to church, you can stay current with your pledge or make 
special donations by mailing a check or arranging an online payment through your bank account. All donations are 
treated confidentially. Donations received in the mail are handled with the same care and protocol as the donations 
placed in the offering plate on Sundays. We are currently exploring various options and possibilities to make it easier 
and more convenient to give to the church. We welcome your comments and suggestions. 
Please check with Courtney in the office if you would like a box of 2017 offering envelopes. There are envelopes for 
regular giving as well as gifts to the Deaconsô Fund, the Building Fund, and other special donations. Thank you for 
using your envelopes. It helps ensure you receive accurate credit, as shown on your quarterly statement. 

ñSo then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in him,    
          rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught,  
             and overflowing with thankfulness.ò  Colossians 2:6-7     

 

Financial Review in April 
A full financial review of all financial books and records is required annually by a public accountant or committee of 
members versed in accounting procedures. The 2016 financial review is scheduled to be conducted later this month 
by the volunteer Financial Review Team, Janet Lowrey and Kathy McCourt. We appreciate their time and expertise.  
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Building & Grounds Update  
 

Managing Winter Weather Related Events:  
¶ Decision Process 

* Have a small group of people meet at the church to assess the church parking lot, street conditions and 
weather forecasts prior to making a final decision along with input from the pastor about any 
cancellations. 

¶ Communications 
* Early notifications 
* Text message alert system 
* Email blast 
* Update church phone message about cancellations 
* Message on website 
* Getting closure information to TV stations  
* Deaconôs phone tree 

 

Phone & WiFi Systems:  
Conversion of the church phone/WiFi system from CenturyLink to Comcast has finally been completed. This has 
been in the works since the first of November. Primary reasons for changing were poor service and slow internet 
from CenturyLink. The new WiFi system also provides the capability to block certain internet content. Many 
thanks to Jesse Black for working with Comcast to make the changeover. 
 

Sanctuary Stained Glass Window:  
The B&G committee would like to thank Ruth Croft for her donation of the Lion and the Lamb stained glass 
window in the sanctuary. Jenifer Aberle worked with Ruth, her family and the glass artists over several months to 
bring the project to conclusion.  
 

Open Door Electrical Work:  
Electrical grounding work in the Open Door, which was necessitated by plumbing modifications, has finally been 
signed off on by the City Electrical inspector, a process which has taken since early December. 

A Beautiful Addition to our Sanctuary  

Thanks to the generous gift of Ruth 
Croft, the Buildings & Grounds Team is 
happy to announce the installation of the 
Lion and the Lamb stained glass insert to 
the 34ò x 58ò window on the northeast wall 
at the back of the sanctuary.  The window 
is the beautiful work of Arther and Becky 
Franklin of the Chuck Franklin Glass 
Studio.  The design was chosen from those 
proposed by Art and Becky in 
collaboration with Ruth and her family, 
Building & Grounds, and  input from 
Laurel and the Worship Team. The project 
has been in the works since last September. 
 
                  (Photos courtesy of Jenifer Aberle and Steve Brandt) 
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Missions Committee  
SW HOPE FOOD DRIVE 
Sunday, April 9th is the last official day for the SW Hope Food Drive.  Please bring your food contributions or 
donations made out to Multnomah Presbyterian by that day. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SW Hope is also sponsoring a great event called EMPTY BOWLS SOUP SUPPER on Sunday, April 2nd  from 
4:30 pm to 7:00 pm at the Multnomah Arts Center.  This is how it works: handmade pottery soup bowls have been 
donated by the Art Department of Lewis & Clark College.  Several kinds of soup have been donated by various 
area stores and restaurants (think Seasons & Regions), and homemade desserts & breads have also been donated.  
You choose a lovely bowl, pay for it and enjoy your supper.  All in all, a win/win.   Those of us who went last 
year are looking forward to more MPC people joining us this year. 
 

FAITH IN ACTION MONTH  
The Mission Team has been hard at work planning some meaningful ways for us to take part in the needs of our 
community. Watch for Sunday morning information and invitations to participate throughout the month of 
April.  
 

Hereôs what is coming up: 
* Kick-off concert with Ray McKean and Karin Chestnutt and two pianos. Proceeds to go to Door to Grace. 
* Portland Operation Nightwatch with Betsy Deich ï She will lead a group downtown to actually work with the 
homeless. 

* Northwest Childrenôs Outreach with Heather and the Youth Group. 
* Refugee tubs ï Karen Black is spearheading this drive to provide basic supplies to arriving refugee families. 
* AIDS kits and quilts will be worked on after church on Sunday, June 4. 
 

Please be in prayer to see where God is nudging you in the mission adventure. 
 
                     (more Missions Committee report on page 7) 

Most Needed Items 
***All foods must be shelf stable*** 

Tofu & Meat Alternatives      Prepared foods (soups, chili, etc.) 
Canned Proteins (beans, legumes)     Feminine Hygiene Products 
Kosher and Halal Foods      Diapers (size 4-6) 
Canned Vegetables       Boxed Cereal (no/low-sugar) 

Easter falls in April this year.  Did you know that April is also National Humor Month?  On April 1 we celebrate 
April Foolôs Day which is also National Fun at Work Day.  And April 14 is International Moment of Laughter 
Day.  Why does this matter?  Because laughter strengthens your immune system, boosts your mood, diminishes 
pain and protects you from stress.  It relaxes the whole body and increases blood flow.  Take some time this month 
to share funny moments with others.  When you hear laughter, move towards it and try to look at the funny side of 
events.  
 

 In Psalm 126:2 is written, ñOur mouths were filled with laughter, our tongues with songs of joy.  Then it was said 
among the nations, óThe Lord has done great things for them.ôò  Donôt dwell on the negative, but count your 
blessings ï the Lord gives us many blessings every day.  Happy Easter and have a good laugh with your deacon 
this month. 
 

Your Deacons 

Deacon News  
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addėl Missions Committee 
REFUGEE CARE COLLECTIVE RESTART KITS 
About 1800 refugees will arrive in Portland this year, and with very few possessions. They have to quickly begin 
their lives over again. Restart kits are a significant part of us welcoming and honoring them in Portland. The kits 
are filled with essential items that give refugees the start of what they need to rebuild their lives here. 
There are restart kits for every major area of the home: kitchen, bathroom, cleaning, baby, personal care, as well as 
a welcome kit. The hope is that these kits would bring honor to refugees coming to Portland, reflect their dignity, 
while also meeting a very tangible need. We ask that you only collect new items for these kits. This is a great 
opportunity to build a kit with your family, your Bible study group, or your small group! Weôll deliver them on the 
collection date in June. Tubs will be provided by MPC. You can find a list of items for each kit attached. More 
information is available at RefugeeCareCollective.org. Questions? Contact Karen Black 503.977.0409 or 
kkayblac@aol.com. 


