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Advent Events for December  
 

         Dec.  2 nd           Childrenõs Christmas Program         10:30 am Worship Service  
    

       Dec. 14 th           Christmas Coffee House                            7:30 pm     
 

       Dec. 16 th           Christmas Coffee House (reprise)        10:30 am Worship Service                                                     
  

      Dec. 24 th
        Family Christmas Eve Service             4:00 pm  

                              Candlelight Christmas Eve Service          7:30  pm  
 

      Dec. 30 th     
 Worship Service             (one service only at 10:30 am  )                                                                                   

                 From the Pastorğ 
 

Ȱ7Å ÃÁÎȟ ÁÎÄ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÁÌÓÏȟ ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÅ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ ÄÅÓÐÉÔÅ ÔÈÅ ÒÕÉÎÓ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ ÕÓȣȱ  

-Dietrich Bonhoeffer, God is in the Manger 
 

Dear Friends, 

 I am so excited to be entering into my first Advent season as Pastor of MPC, but I also must confess 

something to you: Iôm bad at waiting. I love the season of Advent, but ironically, Iôm not great at the whole 

waiting thing. In my daily life, I avoid going to places where I know I will have to wait. When I go the checkout 

line at the grocery store, I find myself intently scanning the different lines, paying attention to the speed of the 

checker and the number of items on the belt...all in hopes of minimizing the time I have to wait. Iôm not good at 

waiting. And yet, this is precisely what God calls his people to do during Advent as we anticipate our celebration 

of Christôs birth. We are called to wait. In Christ, we have seen the fullness of our God, and yet, we wait for the 

glorious fulfillment of his promises. We wait for the day when every wound and hurt will be healed, for the day 

when every wrong will be made right, for the day when the light overwhelms the darkness once and for all. 

 In our lives, we are all waiting for something: for a prayer to be answered, for a difficult season to come to 

an end, for the future to be more clear. We are all waiting. But the good news is that we donôt wait alone. Advent 

is a season that draws us into communion with God and with one another. As we journey through Advent together 

as a church family, I hope that we are once again captivated by Godôs promises of hope, peace, joy, and love. Our 

staff and worship team has been hard at work in planning for Advent...here is some of what weôre excited about: 

¶ Advent Worship Theme: This year, our theme for Advent will be ñUnexpected Gifts,ò and weôll be focusing 

on Godôs gracious, yet unexpected, gifts of hope, peace, love and joy. Often times, we experience Advent/

Christmas as a fairly predictable season: we know the songs, we have our traditions, we know what to expect. 

But Christmas is a reminder to us of how God showed up in the most unexpected way...not as a powerful king 

upon a throne, but as a child in a lowly manger.                              (continued on page 2) 
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(continued from page 1) 

¶ Intergenerational Worship: There is something downright holy that happens when all the generations, from 

children to older adults, worship together. Each Sunday in December, we will have one worship service at 

10:30 am, which will allow our entire church family to worship together as one body. On Sunday 

mornings during worship, weôll have special activities for our kids to do as they worship. On Sunday, 

December 2nd, MPCôs youth and children will lead us in worship as we celebrate Godôs gift of hope. 

Following worship, weôll be hosting a cookie decorating event! Also, please feel free to wear your ugly 

Christmas sweater to worship on 12/2! 

There are so many other things I could mention here: Christmas Coffee House, Christmas Eve Worship, etc. I 

hope that you are blessed in this season of waiting and anticipation. Again, while Iôm not great at waiting, Iôm 

overjoyed that I get to wait and worship alongside all of you. 
 

With Great Joy in Being Your Pastor, 

-Danny 

Join us for our Christmas Coffee House on  
December 14th at 7:30 p.m. and December 16th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

This year is the annual MPC Late Nite holiday show, which host Ray McKean and 
crew have done for years.  They have it down! Or do they?  Expect the unexpected as 
they have some special guests show up!  Feast on cookies, doughnuts and coffee as 
you enjoy music and skits performed by the MPC Late Nite Band, Rejoice! Marimba 
Ensemble, Chancel Choir, Bell Choir and the Late Nite players.  Also making his first 

appearance on Late Nite is Pastor Danny Peters!  
 

Please bring a donation of men's tube socks to benefit Operation Nightwatch.   
See you then!  
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Mission Highlights  

On November 18th we packed 100 hygiene kits for Portland-area homeless, thank you 
so much for your help! These were sent to Operation Nightwatch where they will be 

distributed at both the downtown hospitality center 
at St. Stephen's Episcopal Church and at their 
southeast facility at Clackamas Service Center. The 
kits will provide some comfort to those living on 
the street who sometimes have not had the opportunity to shower for weeks or 
longer. Operation Nightwatch provides a place where those who do not have 
anywhere else to go can come for some food, fresh socks, and a place to spend 
the evening ï watching movies, playing board games, and receiving basic 
medical care and counseling. The aim of the organization is to acknowledge, 
encourage and to help chip away at some of the isolation of homelessness. They 
are open Thursday-Saturday nights from 7:00 -11:00 pm, and Friday and 
Saturday nights at the Clackamas Center. If you are interested in volunteering, 
donating, or learning more, visit the website at www.operationnightwatch.org or 
contact Betsy Deich.  
 

We will be collecting socks and donations for Operation Nightwatch at the 
Christmas Coffee House. They are also in need of gloves, scarves, hats, and 
underwear, particularly men's underwear.  
 

Grace Kuto visited us on November 11th. This spring we learned that our support of the Chwele Development 
Project had been put towards an ambulance to service the Chwele area and their clinic. You can watch a video of 
the ambulance dedication here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X5bzcXRkiXs. Our continued support will be 
applied towards the ambulance maintenance fund: gas, potential repairs, patients unable to pay, and driver salary. 
While in Chwele this summer, Grace learned that in order for the clinic to be compliant with the requirements of 
the national healthcare system, they would need to make several adjustments including increasing the size of a 
couple of their rooms and adding sinks. The project is looking for help to offset this unexpected expense. If you 
would like to help, you can donate through their website: http://harambeecentre.org/donate/. 
 
Thanks to your generous support of MPC's missions, we were able 
to purchase two new computer towers (at a great price, thanks to 
Tech Soup's help for non-profits) and an indoor slide/jungle gym for 
Pamoja House. These will be a great resource for the students at Pamoja and their children in the nursery. Pamoja 
House is a hospitality center that provides a culturally-sensitive environment for immigrants to learn English at all 
levels, driver's education, and citizenship. It provides childcare so that mothers can attend the classes. And also 
provides a safe and sensitive community. It is Christian-run and we're very happy to have been able to do 
something to support their mission.  

  

NEW MEMBERS CLASS !!  
For those of you who are interested in becoming members of our church and 

joining the MPC family, there will be a new members class on Saturday, 

January 12th at 9:30 am. For additional information or to sign up, please 

contact Dave Tomastik, Pastor Danny or Courtney in the church office. 

http://www.operationnightwatch.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X5bzcXRkiXs
http://harambeecentre.org/donate/
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Buildings & Grounds Update  
Completed Projects 

Along with numerous small projects, over the past few weeks we have completed the following special projects: 

¶ Installation of diaper changing stations in the menôs and womenôs upstairs restrooms 

¶ Installation of new fiberglass doors on the outdoor equipment shed 

¶ Contractor completed tree and brush removal along the upper parking lot bank 

¶ Replacing the A/V Booth lighting with new LED lights 
 

Active Projects 

During the balance of the year we will be focusing on completing the following projects: 

¶ A survey and mapping of church property.  

¶ Installing an HVAC system in the choir room. Contractor has experienced issues with the City of Portland 

Development Services in trying to obtain a permit to do the project. Contractor is hopeful issues can be 

resolved without incurring a lot of additional work. 

¶ Parking lot patching work originally scheduled for early November has been postponed but we will      

attempt to finish this before the end of the year.  
 

Projects Looking Ahead 
As we near the end of the year, the B&G committee will be prioritizing a few projects for 2019. These projects are: 

¶ Replacing the concrete retaining wall along the roadway leading to the downstairs kitchen area. 

¶ Replacing the kitchen window in the downstairs kitchen. 

¶ Repair of siding and windows on the east end of the Open Door. 
   

B&G Committee: 

The B&G committee is looking for a couple of people who would be interested in serving on the committee. Any 

previous experience with contracting, handyman skills, general maintenance or landscape maintenance would be 

beneficial but not necessary. All applicants will be considered. Please contact Amy Clements, Dick Eyberg or Dennis 

Zerba if you have any questions or may be interested in serving on this committee. 

     Deacons Class of 2021 Elected  
 

At the Congregational Meeting on Nov. 11, MPC members elected four deacons to serve for the next three years as 
the Class of 2021. Three of four current deacons were  nominated to serve a second term. They are Libby Agosti, 
Pat Johnson and Mary and Allen Pinero, who serve as a couple. The fourth deacon, Kathy Wheeler, chose not to 
serve a second term. Our heartfelt thanks to all for their faithful service the past three years. Robyn Biehler was 
elected the fourth member of the class, replacing Kathy. In addition, members elected Janet Kirkland to a two-year 
term to fill out the Class of 2020. In all, there are 12 deacons. Deacons provide invaluable services to the 
congregation and to others, much of it behind-the-scenes. The entire congregation is divided into districts or groups, 
and each deacon oversees a small number of people, visiting shut-ins, following up after hospitalizations and births, 
and just staying in touch. In addition, deacons oversee the Deacon Assistance Team, which meets with indigent 
people who request financial assistance from the church. The deacon ministry is an important one that keeps the 
church bound together in love and service.   

 

Thanks to the Congregational Nominating Committee, which consists of elder representative Jenifer Aberle, deacon 
representative Poppy Bernasek, at-large members Anne Hill, Kelly Kindrick and Jennifer Gassaway, and Paul 
Barnum as chair. Pastor Danny serves as an ex officio member of the committee, meaning that he attends but does 
not vote.   
 

A Congregational meeting will be held on Sunday, Dec. 23rd, to elect Elders for the class of 2021. 
 

Paul Barnum, CNC Chair 
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Missions Committee  

 
 

 

At the October meeting, Session: 
¶ Called a Congregational Meeting on November 11, following the 10:30 worship service to elect church 
officers and preview the 2019 proposed budget with the congregation. 

¶ Approved the distribution of the stewardship letter to the congregation. 
¶ Approved one worship service at 10:30 for all Sundays in December. 
¶ Decided to donate the Christmas Eve offering to Presbyterian Disaster Assistance. 
¶ Changed the date of communion from Dec. 2 to Dec. 9 since the Childrenôs Pageant will be held on Dec. 2. 
¶ Reduced the number of elders to 12 through attrition, beginning with the class of 2021. 
¶ Allowed CE/Youth to request from parishioners winter coats/money for coats to benefit NW Childrenôs 
Outreach. 

¶ Reviewed the proposed budget for 2019. 

Session Update  

 

    Finance and Administration Update   
 

MPC Proposed Budget ï 2019 

 

The purpose of this narrative budget is to give you a summary of the major expense elements of our annual 
budget.  The chart below shows our budget in terms of how your generous giving supports the various ministries 
and vision for MPC.  As in past years, our proposed budget balances our need to worship, nurture, and grow in 
our faith with our strong desire to serve our community and take care of this wonderful facility which is now 
entrusted to us.  Today we welcome your input and guidance in developing our 2019 priorities. 
 

Worship ï Worship remains the core of who we are, the center of our life together.  We come together each week 
to draw closer to God and each other.  Worship costs include staff, equipment, music program and more. 
 

Mission/Outreach ï Mission is at the heart of our identity at MPC.  In this budget we continue to support local 
missions that feed and clothe our neighbors, such as Loaves and Fishes, Salvation Army, Pamoja House and our 
own Faith in Action activities.  We also remain committed to international missions in Mexico and Africa.   
 

Discipleship ï Sharing Christôs love with others is our highest calling.  This year in addition to the support of 
programs for children and youth, we are considering adding adult education opportunities to our Sunday morning. 
 

Fellowship ï Coming together in fellowship is one way we renew our faith and face lifeôs most challenging 
times.  We continue to look for ways to develop deeper relationships within the congregation.  This year we have 
added some funding to learn more about how intergenerational activities might enhance our understanding of one 
another.  
 

Church/Facilities ï We are blessed with a beautiful place to worship.  Major work was done in 2018 to paint and 
repair parts of our facility.  In 2019, we plan minor improvements and maintenance.  
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 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday  Thursday Friday Saturday 

    

       
   
 

    

         
   

1 
5:30 pm 

Parent Night Out  

 

 

 
2                                      

                                                   

10:30 am                    Worship     

Childrenõs Christmas 
Program  

3 
10:00 am                    Quilters     
  5:30 pm           Fitness Class                   
                                Bell Choir 
 

4 

 10:00 am  Pastorôs Bible Study          
  7:00 pm              Prayer Night 

                   Dove Board                          
 

5 

11:45 am             Pres. Women     

  1:30 pm             Staff Meeting 
  7:00 pm                            Choir             
                    High School Youth     
  8:30 pm               Praise Team 

 6 
  5:30 pm                    Fitness Class   

  7:00 pm              Bldg & Gr.            
                         Thursday Night  
                               Bible Study  
                    M S  Youth Group 

7 
 7:00 am     Men's Breakfast 
           @ Six Corners Caf®    

  
 6:15 pm               Book Group  

 
  

 
 

8 
10:00 am            Second   
          Saturday Serve  
                              (Youth)  

 
 

9   
                                                 

                 Communion  

  

10:30 am                     Worship 

                        Sunday School                                    
                        
 
 
 

10 
10:00 am                    Quilters     
  5:30 pm           Fitness Class                   
                                 Bell Choir 

     

11 
  10:00 am  Pastorôs Bible Study      
   7:00 pm              Prayer Night 

                              F & A  
                           Missions                            
  

12    
  1:30 pm              Staff Meeting 
  7:00 pm                            Choir             
                    High School Youth     
  8:30 pm               Praise Team 

 13 
  5:30 pm                    Fitness Class   
  7:00 pm          Thursday Night  
                                 Bible Study  
                     M S Youth Group 
    

14 
 6:30 am     Men's Breakfast 
  
 7:30 pm 

Christmas          
Coffee House  

 

                       

15 
 
  
 

 

16    

     

 

10:30 am                 Worship 

Christmas               
Coffee House  

(reprise)                        
                               

                                                                             Deacons                              

 

17 
10:00 am                     Quilters          
  5:30 pm           Fitness Class                   
                                Bell Choir 

                                   

18 
  10:00 am Pastorôs Bible Study 
   7:00 pm              Prayer Night      

              Good News Tues            
                            Session  

 
                                

19 
  1:30 pm              Staff Meeting 

    2:00 pm     Worship Comm  
  7:00 pm                            Choir             
                    High School Youth     
  8:30 pm               Praise Team 

 20 
5:30 pm                         Fitness Class   
7:00 pm               Thursday Night  
                                 Bible Study  
                     M S Youth Group 

  

21 
 6:30 am     Men's Breakfast 
 8:00 pm    Youth  
   Holiday Overnight  

     

 
 

22 
  

 
 

 

23       
  
 

10:30 am                      Worship 

                          Sunday School 
          

                                            

Congregational   
Meeting                                                 

24 
4:00 pm Family Service  
7:30 pm   

 

25 
    

26 
  1:30 pm              Staff Meeting 
   8:30 pm                Praise Team 

 27 
5:30 pm                         Fitness Class   
7:00 pm               Thursday Night  
                                 Bible Study  
                     M S Youth Group 

28 
 

29 

30 
 

 10:30 am                    Worship 

                         Sunday School 

31 
 
 
 
 
    

         

Christmas 
Pajama 
Party  

Candlelight Service 

ONE SERVICE ONLY AT 10:30 am 

ONE SERVICE ONLY AT 10:30 am 

ONE SERVICE ONLY AT 10:30 am 

ONE SERVICE ONLY AT 10:30 am 

ONE SERVICE ONLY AT 10:30 am 

 

http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=260193052&event_date=3/6/2014&ci=G1I3G1K5H2M7O9L6I3&igd=
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=260193321&event_date=3/4/2014&ci=G1I3G1K5H2M7O9L6I3&igd=
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=260298149&event_date=3/4/2014&ci=G1I3G1K5H2M7O9L6I3&igd=
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=260193374&event_date=3/5/2014&ci=G1I3G1K5H2M7O9L6I3&igd=
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=260193052&event_date=3/6/2014&ci=G1I3G1K5H2M7O9L6I3&igd=
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=260193415&event_date=3/7/2014&ci=G1I3G1K5H2M7O9L6I3&igd=
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=260193052&event_date=3/6/2014&ci=G1I3G1K5H2M7O9L6I3&igd=

